Welcome to the 20xx/20xx Branch County AYSO Soccer Season!!

Coach:   Phone:   EMAIL:  
Coach:   Phone:   EMAIL:  
We are very excited to be coaching your child!!  We would like to take this opportunity to share some information about the year.  We hope to teach and/or enhance your child’s soccer skills and techniques and have a lot of fun in the process.  We will be learning more about the field of play and about positions.  
All games and practices will be held at the Creal Soccer Complex located at 511 North Marshall Road in Coldwater.  The Complex parking lot is now one way.  The parking lot is very busy on Saturdays.  Please help by following the signs and parking in designated areas only.  The Complex is a Smoke / Pet Free zone.   

PRACTICE TIME & INFO:  Our team will practice mostly on Mondays and Fridays, from 6:30-7:30 on Field #4.  A practice schedule is attached.  Practice will be over promptly at 7:30.  Please make sure you are there to get your child on time.  We will need you to come to the field to get your child.  We want to ensure that they are safely back in your hands!!  All players will need to bring their own ball (size 4) as well as water to each practice.  Practices are very important, not only to learn skills and techniques but for team building as well.  We ask that you try to make attendance a priority.  If your child will be missing practice, however, please give us a call.  Practices are planned around the number of kids present, so attendance does make a difference!!  
GEAR:  Uniforms will be handed out in the week prior to the first game.  Our team color is Red/Black.  Each child is required to wear shin guards at ALL practices and games.  Soccer shoes are not required, but your child may wear them if they like.  At this age, they start to play a little more aggressively and cleats are a good idea.  If they are wearing cleats from another sport, please make sure that there is no front cleat.  Please remember that shin guards must go UNDER their socks when in uniform for games. 
GAMES:  Please have your child bring his ball to games.  We will use them in drills before the game.  We will play at least 8 games in the fall and at least 5 games in the spring.  All games are on Saturdays.  Our first fall game will be Saturday, September 6th.  A fall game schedule is attached.  Please let us know in advance if your child will not be at a game so that we have time to make adjustments.  Your child should dress according to the weather for games.  Your child MUST wear his uniform but sometimes a long sleeve shirt or sweatshirt is needed underneath.  We do play in all weather, even rain, unless it is lightning.  You can listen to AM 1590 for game cancellations.  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  On game day, please have your child at the field 30 minutes before game time.  The game portion will consist of 12 minute quarters.  There is a 2 minute break between quarters and a 5 minute break at half time.  In this division, players are learning more about all positions.  They will be rotated to different positions throughout the game.  We will play 9 v 9.  Players are not allowed to slide-tackle or head the ball in this age group.  Off-sides will be called.  For those who are new to U10, offside is a little tricky at first,  so don’t hesitate to ask if you have a question!!    
AYSO is a KID ZONE.  Please remember that we are trying to set a positive example for our children at all times.  There will be many times throughout the season where a youth will be the referee in our games.  Please remember that they are kids too.  They have taken a huge step to learn more about the game that they love.  We need to encourage them in every way that we can!!  Always remember that one day, that referee could be your child.  Adult referees need encouragement too!!  Referees are often at the field all day long.  Most referee when they are not coaching their own kid’s games.  They ALL volunteer their time!!
We are looking forward to a great season!!
Please don’t hesitate to bring any question or concerns to us right away.
Remember:

Players Play ~ Coaches Coach ~ Referees Officiate ~ Parents Cheer ~ AYSO is a Kid Zone!!
